father's illness she had been obliged to leave school early and had completed Matriculation at night school over a period of two years.
In those days the Faculty of Science would not accept applicants who had taken more than one year to complete their Matriculation, hence Nancy's enrolment in Agricultural Science. As it turned out this extraordinarily rigid attitude of the Faculty turned out to be a godsend for generations of Agricultural Science students who were taught by Nancy in subsequent years. Nancy thoroughly enjoyed her Agricultural Science course including her time at Dookie. She once said that she always felt at home in her Gum Boots. After her undergraduate course she enrolled for a Degree of Master of Ag.
Science with Vic Skerman studying a strain of Pseudomonas able to reduce nitrate. This was the beginning of extensive research carried out by Nancy on the microorganisms involved in the nitrogen cycle.
After completing her Master's she accepted a position with the Department of Foreign Affairs to work in New Guinea studying the Agricultural practices of the local women. Unfortunately for Nancy she had not been there very long before she succumbed to a massive intestinal infection, which almost killed her. After some emergency surgery and three months in Port Morseby she was transported via Brisbane to Melbourne where over many months with careful nursing and antibiotics she slowly regained her health. Not wishing to return to the tropics and coming upon an advertisement in the paper for a PhD scholarship offered by Boots for study at Bristol University in the UK, Nancy sent off an application and with a small dowry that she had received from her aunt she took herself off in the hope of a successful outcome. She was granted the scholarship and a On her return to Melbourne Nancy collated these lectures into a textbook "Biochemical Engineering". This was one of the first textbooks in the brave new world of Biotechnology and is still being recommended in some courses in Chemical Engineering today some fifty years after its first publication.
One of the most extraordinary aspects of Nancy's academic career was her breadth of knowledge about all aspects of Microbiology and its application. Her research interests ranged from bacteriophage and bacteriocins of rumen bacteria, to micro-organisms involved in the nitrogen cycle in marine sludges, to bacteria able to break down phenols and various hydrocarbons. She also investigated the possibility of using hydrocarbons as a food for growing yeasts and she was constantly being asked to solve problems caused by the growth of micro-organisms in unexpected places and on unexpected sub- unsubstantiated claims made her a very popular and very successful teacher. She was able to engage with students whether in field work, in the lab or in the lecture theatre. She is fondly remembered by generations of Ag. Science and other students at Melbourne University. In addition to the Ags, Nancy introduced and taught one of the first courses to be offered in Australia on Industrial Microbiology.
She was also involved for many years giving lectures on this topic to the Chemical Engineering students.
Her deep understanding of Industrial and Agricultural Microbiology combined with a no nonsense approach to solving important problems meant that she was ideally placed to help steer the new developments in molecular genetics into a safe and acceptable framework for application in both Industry and Agriculture. In Above all, there are the collected memories of all those who had the pleasure and the privilege of working with Nancy over her lifetime and these will ensure that her life and her many, many contributions to the profession and to society will not be forgotten. 
